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Pharmacy Practice

quantities, the dosage form, dosage strength, and route of  

 
Furthermore, a prescription drug order shall contain the 
full name and address, gender and age of  the patient and 

for controlled drug, precaution or referral advice records 

INTRODUCTION

pharmacist regarding the compounding or dispensing and 

patient.
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ABSTRACT

was carried out by table and chart method. A total of 900 prescriptions were collected between April 2009  
to July 2010. The type of error of omissions considered in this analysis includes all three important parts of 
prescriptions, i.e. superscription, inscription, and subscription. The most common type of superscription error of 
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detrimental consequences.

abbreviations, and fulfill the legal requirements of  a 
prescription.

avoidable medication errors and are considered to be the 
most important target for improvement.

contain at least one prescribing error.

 

 In 
et al. explored prescription errors and found 

 A 
et al. reported a 

conducted in prescription errors occurring in general 

 As given evidence 

can be improved due to the intervention of  pharmacists.  

dispensing process is vital, policies and procedures should 
exist to prevent errors.  Moreover, implementation of  

reinforces the importance of  prescription screening and 

adverse events attributed to medication errors.  It 

resolving prescribing errors and irregularities in order to 
achieve optimal therapeutic outcomes for the patient.  

omission in outpatients being discharged from the hospitals 

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Collection of  prescriptions

inscription, and subscriptions. In order to replicate normal 

the superscription errors; then, second for the inscription 
errors; third for the subscription errors; fourth for legal 

prescriptions obtained from outpatient.

Classi cation of  prescribed drugs
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antibiotics, antihistamines, nasal decongestants, analgesic, 

infectives, etc.

Superscription error of  omissions

gender, and registration numbers.

Inscription error of  omissions

inscription includes an incomplete information on 
dosage form, strength of  medicine, dose and duration 

Subscription error of  omissions

includes information omitted on prescriber’s signature, 
pharmacist’s signature, direction for drug use, illegible 

RESULTS

Classi cation of  prescribed drugs

10 for the maximum drugs prescribed per prescription 

 

Superscription error of  omissions

Inscription errors of  omissions

prescriptions omitted the direction for use of  prescribed 

prescriptions, the dosage form of  prescribed medication 

Subscription errors of  omissions

DISCUSSION

an increasing number of  drugs.

doctors and the different number of  departments. It could 

region.
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different specialties, hospitals, and countries for a true 

the pharmacist could be due to the fact that most of  the time 

signature, the pharmacist cannot be held accountable for 

earlier studies.

date of  prescription is essential part of  record. In case a 

 Furthermore, 

Directions should be clear, complete, and should provide 

et al.  and 
 Based 

Figure 2: Inscription error of omissions in outpatient prescriptions

Figure 3: Percent of errors in superscription Figure 4: Subscription errors of omissions in outpatient prescriptions

Figure 1:
occurence
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effective, and inexpensive mode of  treatment.

 

correct completion of  the prescription and drug errors. We 

 In effect, 

in the appropriate defenses.

prescriptions. Management of  all these errors is more 

 
 and 

managed care pharmacists

patient and healthcare professional’s education process and 

the medication. For example, some medications react more 

that save all patient’s previous reports, in a next visit the 

change the medication to improve the outcome or reach 

reported to be potential to cause harm to the patient.  

administrative restrictions. Furthermore, the prescriptions 

errors of  omission are abundant.  Second, the 

 Future avenues 

as the constant factor, to be an active participant in the 
chain of  responsible care.
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